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Introduction
In April 2011 McGregor Coxall were engaged by 
Hurstville City Council to prepare a landscape 
masterplan for Gannons Park.  The purpose 
of the masterplan was to provide a long term 
vision for the site that was consistent with the 
expectations of the local community and that 
included a shared use track, existing vegetation 
and recreational uses, proposed bush land 
restoration works, and a BMX facility.  The 
masterplan was also required to be of sufficient 
detail (including indicative costing) that would 
enable Council to prioritise and potentially 
implement over time the various elements 
described in the plan.

This document represents the report 
components of the engagement.

Background
In 2004 a feasibility study was carried out to link 
over 200 km of walking tracks and cycle ways 
around Botany Bay, the Woronora Valley, large 
parts of southern and western Sydney, and the 
Illawarra Escarpment. This is known as the Great 
Kai’mia Way. 

The Great Kai’mia Way and its supporting 
feasibility study were endorsed by Council in July 
2004.

The alignment of the Great Kai’mia Way runs 
though Gannons Park and therefore requires a fit 
for use shared track though the lower section of 
the park going to and around the sporting ovals in 
the northern sections of the site. In March 2011 
Council issued a brief for the preparation of a 

masterplan for Gannons Park and which identified 
the following key tasks in its scope of works:

 – Design, prepare and submit a landscape 
masterplan for Gannons Park including BMX 
track and bush land restoration works

 – Provide indicative construction materials and 
costings for the proposed works

 – Prepare a masterplan report that briefly 
describes the rationale behind the key ele-
ments of the plan.

Site context
The project site is located at Gannons Park, 
a recreational area that occupies the former 
corridor of Boggywell Creek and forms part of 
the greater catchment of the Georges River.  The 
site is bordered to the west by the suburbs of 
Peakhurst and Lugarno, to the east by mixed use 
commercial and residential development, and to 
the south by Boggywell Creek.

In general the surrounding area is 
characterised by low and medium density 
residential uses, some shopping and recreation 
areas, and educational centres such as 
Peakhurst Campus Georges River College.

Work stages 
The works and preparing the masterplan have 
been undertaken in the following stages:

 – Review of all the relevant information and 
documentation.

 – Site analysis developed through site visits.

Gannons Park Masterplan

RIGHT. Figure 1 - Site context plan
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 – Issues and opportunities identified through 
site analysis and response to brief require-
ments.

 – Draft masterplan developed from issues 
and opportunities identified

 – Supporting report (this document) prepared
As part of this work the following deliverable 
stages were prepared and presented to Council.

Site analysis 
The analysis work is based on a desktop review 
of pertinent Council documents, a review of 
the present configuration of the Park and a site 
inspection that was held on the 26 of May 2011.

The site is approximately 27 ha in size, however, 
for the purposes of this report the site can be 
divided into a northern and southern sections.

The northern section ,which is about 9 ha ,is 
made up of sports fields and the southern 
section, approximately 18 ha ,consist of a 
combination of bushland and parklands. 

The site analysis was undertaken in two stages, 
these were: 

 – a general analysis identifying the main is-
sues, strengths and limitations of the site

 – a more specific analysis that looked at 
certain areas in more detail.

General site analysis:
(refer to Figure 2)

Specific analysis:
(refer to Figure 3)

RIGHT. Figure 2 - Analysis sketch

NEXT PAGE. Figure 3 - Analysis plan

Northern section

Southern section
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Issues and opportunities
The site analysis reveals the unique potential to 
revitalise a parkland that provides both active 
(in the northern section) and passive (in the 
southern section) recreation opportunities. 
Moreover, the southern section is considered to 
be underutilised and in many ways disconnected 
from the northern section. This in turn limits the 
potential synergies between the two areas in their 
current form.

The analysis and development of the issues 
and opportunities was undertaken in three 
stages, these were: 

 – a general analysis identifying the main op-
portunities and potentials

 – from the general analysis a masterplan for 
the site was developed.

 – detailed areas were developed from the 
masterplan 

General issues and opportunities analysis:
(refer to Figure 4)

Masterplan:
(refer to Figure 5)

Masterplan detailed areas:
(refer to Figure 6,7,8,9,10,11,12)

RIGHT. Figure 4 - Issues and opportunities sketch

NEXT PAGE. Figure 5 - Masterplan
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Masterplan
This masterplan puts forward proposals for the 
revitalisation of this unique parklands so that, 
overtime, its true potential as a major asset for 
both local and regional communities can be 
realised.These proposals are as follows:

Natural systems:
The masterplan proposes that, where possible 
natural system should be revealed. This relates 
particularly to stormwater flow both across and 
through the site in a swale system. This strategy 
allows the water to be cleaned and filtered 
through natural systems and be stored for reuse 
as irrigation water for the sport fields. 

This water movement is then celebrated by 
the introduction of pathways and bridges that 
engage with this water movement.  

The proposed introduction of swales, large 
water bodies and associated native planting also 
provides new habitats for birds and other wild life 
which will enhance the experiential quality of the 
site.

This strategy of revealing the site’s natural 
systems is further developed by the introduction 
of a salt marsh at the southern end of the site 
and a timber boardwalk within the site’s existing 
mangrove ecosystem.

Community engagement and education:
The masterplan proposes extensive planting of 
endemic species across the site to promote 
amenity, screening and wild life habitat.

The opportunity exists for the majority of the 
planting works to be undertaken by community 
and school groups.  This strategy would not 
only save on construction costs but also foster 
a greater connection between these important 
groups and the site. It is anticipated that 
the plants used could be grown from locally 
collected seed in a nursery potentially located 
within the park.

This educational theme could be further 
developed by incorporating both the planting 
and nursery works into local schools educational 
programmes. This strategy could see both 
community and school groups both growing and 
then planting the plants on site. 

This level of engagement could be further 
enhanced with the inclusion of outdoor classes 
for school groups and/or workshops for the 
local community.  Such events could draw on 
the unique, and in some cases threatened, 
plants and animals that are found within the 
Park. To assist in this long term educational role 
an educational and information signage system 
would be incorporated into the final design.

Activation:
The future success of the parklands will be ensured 
if it has a high level of activation. People usage is the 
life blood of a park. 

The masterplan proposes the introduction of 
a number of programmes to the southern section 
of the site in order to promote activity within this 
underutilised section of the site. These programmes 
are supported by a linear access road and car park 
along the western edge of the southern section. 
This road and parking support:

 – A dog ‘off leash’ area and soccer training field

 – A cafe and open parklands

 – A BBQ/Picnic area, BMX track  and Adventure 
play area

 – Salt marsh and mangrove boardwalk

 – Walking/Biking paths
Gannons Park is linked into the Great Kai’mia Way 
which provides for both bike riding and walking. The 
masterplan proposes to develop a series of looping 
pedestrian/bike pathways that connect into the 
wider Great Kai’mia Way system.  Its supports this 
pathway system by providing bike hire facilities at an 
upgraded Boatwright Avenue car park and at a new 
coffee shop in the southern section of the site. 

Contemporary parks are now recognising the 
potential of introducing coffee shops that take 
advantage of their unique setting. These types of 
developments both satisfy the growing demand for 
a light meal or a good cup of coffee whilst providing 
an economic generator that can assists in funding 
the maintenance of the park.

The masterplan proposes the location of a coffee  
shop and terrace on the sun filled eastern side of 
the parklands and combines it with a children’s play 
ground, open picnic area and bike hire point. 
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AREA 3

AREA 4

AREA 5

AREA 6

AREA 7

AREA 1

AREA 2
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CHAPTER TITLE

Detailed areas:
The following detail areas were developed from 
the masterplan: (refer to figures)

 – Area 1: The northern section  

 – Area 2: Boatwright Avenue car park

 – Area 3: Watercourse and connecting path

 – Area 4; Dog off leash area and soccer train-
ing field

 – Area 5: Cafe and open parklands

 – Area 6: BBQ/Picnic area, BMX and 
Adventure play

 – Area 7: Salt marsh and mangrove 
boardwalk
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TOP. Figure 6 - The northern section

upgraded existing toilet block to cater for 
community functions 

upgraded existing kiosk facilities

upgraded car park

upgraded car park

connection of existing jogging/
walking track to form a loop

upgraded site’s 
existing slopes 
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The northern section
The masterplan recognises the importance of the sport fields for the local community. It proposes 
upgrades to these facilities in order to enhance it as an asset for the community.

The key features include:

 – Completion of existing jogging/walking track to completed a loop

 – Roberts Av and Pindari Road car park areas upgraded

 – An upgrade to the existing western toilet block to cater for community functions including yoga, 
pilates and reading or talk sessions.

 – Upgrade and improvements to the existing site’s slopes with planting and picnic areas

 – New native planting to site perimeter

 – Capture, filtration, storage and reuse of stormwater for irrigating the sports fields
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TOP. Figure 7 - Boatwright Avenue car park

upgraded car park

shared pedestrian/bike path

retained Heritage Park

road to new southern parklands and car park

water collection swale

bridge

bike hire and possible new amenity building

site entry signage
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Boatwright Avenue car park:
This area becomes a feature entry/meeting point for the new southern parklands. It also provides a 
nodal point for pedestrian/bike users of the Great Kai’mia Way. The key features include:

 – An upgrade and reconfiguration of the existing car park and new planting

 – Vehicular/pedestrian/bike access to the new southern parklands

 – Bike hire and possible new amenity building with lockers and showers

 – Entry point with signage and shaded seating

 – Retained Heritage Park 

 – Water collection swale and stormwater storage
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TOP. Figure 8 - Watercourse and connecting path

shared pedestrian/bike path

wetland

road to new southern parklands and car park

retained local pedestrian access
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Watercourse and connecting path:
This area engages with and forms a connection between the northern and southern sections of the 
park. The key features include:

 – Road to new southern parklands and car park

 – Swales, water bodies and associated planting to provide new habitats for wild life

 – Pathways and bridges that engage with this water movement.

 – Retained local pedestrian access point at the end of the cul-de-sac at Ernest Street

 – Shared pedestrian/bike path 
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TOP. Figure 9 - Dog off leash area and soccer training 

shared pedestrian/bike path

shared pedestrian/bike path

road and car park

soccer training field

new plantings

dog aff leash area

swale

swale

existing bush walk
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Dog off leash area and soccer training field:
This area formalises two active uses for the community at the start of the new southern parklands.The 
key features include:

 – Dog off leash area with associated parking

 – Soccer training field with associated parking

 – Swales with wetland plantings and connecting bridges defining the grass areas

 – New plantings to frame the spaces

 – Shared pedestrian/bike path
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TOP. Figure 10 - Cafe and open parklands

shared pedestrian/bike path

shared pedestrian/
bike path

bridge

swale

exiting amenities block 
upgraded into a cafe 
and bike hire facility

outdoor terrace

kid’s playground

road and car park

swale

grass parkland
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Cafe and open parklands:
This area becomes the central focal point for the new southern parklands and becomes a nodal 
stopping point for pedestrian/bike users of the Great Kai’mia Way. The key features include:

 – Exiting amenities block upgraded into a cafe and bike hire facility

 – Timber terrace and kid’s playground adjacent to the cafe on the sun filled eastern side of the park

 – New bitumen car park at the end of Vale Lane to provide service access and an accessible path 
of travel to the new cafe building.

 – Timber bridges across the swale

 – Open grass picnic area with shade trees with associated parking

 – Shared pedestrian/bike path
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TOP. Figure 11 - BBQ/Picnic area, BMX track and Adventure play 

shaded structures, tables and seating

road and car park

swale

swale

central access path
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BMX track
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bike racks
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BBQ/Picnic area, BMX track and Adventure play:
This area is the active hub of the new parklands and assists in activating the proposed cafe.

The key features include:

 – An open picnic/kick about area with shade structures, tables and seating and BBQs

 – A high quality BMX track

 – An adventure playground for older children

 – A central access path from the car park to the BMX track, BBQ/Picnic, adventure play and cafe/
bike hire

 – Shared pedestrian/bike path
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RIGHT. Figure 12 - Saltmarsh and mangrove boardwalk

timber boardwalk and education trail

shared pedestrian/bike path

saltmarsh ecosystem
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Saltmarsh and mangrove boardwalk:
This area expresses the site’s natural systems. It becomes a significant wild life habitat and educational 
asset for the local community. The key features include:

 – The development of a salt marsh ecosystem

 – A timber boardwalk and educational trail within the site’s existing mangrove ecosystem

 – Shared pedestrian/bike path
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Materials:
The masterplan recognises the need for prioritised 
implementation and expenditure in order to realise 
the outcomes it describes. It therefore proposes 
the use of simple, cost effective, natural materials 
which can be sourced locally and have low 
construction costs. This strategy would allow the 
park to be built overtime in discrete stages. It also 
presents the opportunity for local community/
sport groups to both assist in the construction and 
possible funding of the park.

Proposed materials are as follows:

Bitumen
 – Linear road to the western edge of the site

 – Upgrade to Boatwright Avenue car park

 – Completion of the jogging/walking loop in the 
northern section

 – Upgrade to Roberts Av and Pindari Road car 
park areas

Crushed sandstone

GANNONS PARK MASTERPLAN

Material Unit Qty Rate (ex. GST) Sub Total (ex. GST)
Shared Pedestrian/Bike path Crushed sandstone m2 11240 $25 $281,000
Road Bitumen m2 5459 $75 $409,425
Parking areas Bitumen m2 7337 $75 $550,275
Secondary pedestrian pathway Crushed sandstone m2 2390 $25 $59,750
BBQ areas Crushed sandstone m2 940 $25 $23,500
Timber boardwalk Timber m2 1140 $350 $399,000
Timber bridges Timber m2 335 $350 $117,250
Shade structures No. 5 $1,800 $9,000
BBQ No. 3 $2,000 $6,000
Upgraded existing toilet block to cater for community functions m2 343 $2,000 $686,000
Upgraded existing kiosk facilities (Including structure and services) m2 184 $2,000 $368,000
Bike hire and new amenity building m2 65 $2,500 $162,500
Upgraded existing amenities block into a cafe and bike hire facility m2 108 $3,000 $324,000
Playground areas allow 1000 $800 $800,000
Bike racks No 36 $180 $6,480
BMX area m2 6340 $75 $475,500
Wetland (including works to expose natural water flow) m2 18908 $70 $1,323,560
Salt marsh (including excavation) m2 6032 $75 $452,400
Tubestock planting including soil works and mulch m2 5500 $40 $220,000
Services (water, sewerage, electricity ,lighting) allow $250,000.00
Sandstone boulders (bollards/barriers) allow $40,000.00
TOTAL TOTAL $6,963,640
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Materials and estimated costing

 – Shared pedestrian/bike paths

 – Parking to western edge

 – BBQ areas 

Concrete
 – Central access path between BBQ/Picnic 

area and BMX track

Recycled timber
 – Bridges

 – Mangrove boardwalk 

 – Cafe terrace

 – Children’s play elements

Recycled sandstone boulders
 – As bollards, barriers and edging to swales 

and informal seating

Sand
 – Children’s playground

Planting
 – Provenance stock grown on site




